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Honoured Sir, 


7 was a kind of Proverbial Saying amongf? the 
Jews (as Druſius wotes) fine ſtationibus non ſub- 
fiſkeret Mundus ; the World could not ſtand with- 
out Prayers. And truly were it without Prayers, 
it would be no matter (in good Mens account) 
whether it ſtood or net. For as the Stoick ſaid rightly, 
*x % tov, fc. it is not worth the while to live in a 
World empty of Gods and Providence : ſo it wonld 
not be worth the while, for ſerious Chriſtians , to live 
in ths World, were it void of Devotion and without 
Prayers. | 
But therefore how happy a People are we, for whom in 
the caſe of Pablick Prayers (the moſt conſiderable of all) 
there is care taken, and proviſion made,” not only by a 
Sound , but alſo a moſt Singular aud Extraordinary 
LITU RGT. And ſuch (in reſpef of the Goodneſs of 
it.) That of our CHU RCH, will, and muſt appear 
to be, to every pious and unprejudicd mind, which but 
lightly confiders it, in the General or Integrative Parts 
thereof. Thus, 
Its CONFESSIONS are ſo humble and pathe- 
| : #13 tick, 
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tick. har they ſeem to breathe nothing but the wery Spirit 


of Repentance : and that in the apteſt and livelieſt words 
imaginable. In ſuch words, as the moſt tender, bleeding, 
broken-hearted Sinners, ſhall net need , and cannot with 
to pour out their ſorrows in fitter. 

Its SUPPLICATIONS and PRATERS 
are ſo pregnant and. ſignificant, that the hotteſt zeal in 
the higheſt Saints, may ſpend all its ſtrength and vigour 
in rehearſing them ;- and needs none more copious or. empha- 
tical, whereby to vent its whole force and ardency, though 
vever ſo vehement. | 


Its INTERCESSIONS are ſo free and affc- 


Qionate, that they are able not only to fill out and exer- 


ciſe the largeſt Charity, where it is; but to ventilate 
and blow it up, where.it is not : teaching it in what meas 
ares it ſhould ſpread and diffuſe its Ta and to what 
heights or degrees it muſt. riſe and flame. | 

[is THANKSGIVINGS are ſo full and ſtrong, 
that they cau ſpeak the beſt Gratitude. of Men to GOD : 


and if their real Thankfulneſs, be but ſutable and adequate 


ro the Liturgical expreſſions ; they never need queſtion, - 
either their own ſincerity in that noble Duty, or the Dis 
Vine acceptance of their Enchariſt. 

Its HT MNS and DO XOLOGTS. are ſo loſty 
and Angelical, that as nothing can be carried up to an 
higher. Elevation of raviſhing ſweetneſs on Earth; ſo they 
who devoutly hear or uſe them, can hardly think,. but they 
are almoſt in Heaven. | 

In a word; ſuch is. the whole MATTER, and 
COMPOSTURE of it, that though it be difficult to de- 
termine, whether the One be more. (ubſtantial, or the 
Other more. abſolute ; yet nothing can be more obvious. 
or eaſy to diſcern , than that. Both, are me? excel- 
lent. | 

But notwith/kanding all, the faie of- this very L.1-. 

| TURGT, 


= = TOI IS 
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TU RGT, it is (like that of other the beſt things) to be 
too much ſlighted, deſpiſed, and diſparaged. And there- 
fore the Scope of my Diſcourſe , was to windicate it from 
wundeſerved neglett and contempt ; chiefly by ſhewing its 
wotable and exquiſite Harmony or agreeableneſs to holy 
SCRIPTURE. | | 

How far it may be ſerviceal/e to this End, I know not. 
But to make it fo the more, I have ſubmitted to Tour 
Pleaſure as to publiſhing of it. And I wiſh (as I did when 
Tou firſt 7 65g d with me) that the fair hopes Tou have 
conceive T it, may prove to be the meaſures of its real 
ſucceſs. Then I ſhall not repent of yielding to Tour De- 
fires, which (conſidering the Argument and nature of my 
Diſcourſe) how mean and imperfett ſoever I have mate 
it) are a manifeſt indication of ſuch principles in Tou, as 
are proper and neceſſary for one in Tour Station ; and 
feem to give people good grounds of aſſurance, that Tou 
will intend G O D's Service, as well as the K I NG'.. 

To which Service of G O D, that what here is delivered, 
may contribute fomething ; T have now the opinion of many 
others, as well as of your ſelf. And even our Excellent 
DIOCESAN (without whoſe approbation, I could 
by no means think of paſſing it to the Preſs) was pleaſed 
to ſhew HIS Candour towards it, by ſaying, HE 
thought it very well worthy of the Publick ; and þe- 
lieved, that it might do a great deal of Good. Which 1 
chuſe to mention, as being ſenſible it will be a furtherance 
rg' the Good it may do; and add conſiderably to its Uſe. 
fulneſs that way. 

And now, Sir, that Tou have recommended this Ser- 
mon to the World, I muſt beg leave humbly to mind Tou 
of one thing, That it will henceforth look, that Tou ſhould 
countenance and promote its honeſt Deſign. T mean, not 
on! the intereſt of Tour Authority , but the Power 4 

SY 


our "Example, in the PUBLICK PRATER 
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So Tour woted compliance with what is here urged, will 
winningly inforce it, as to thoſe about Tou; and help it to 
operate with the more kindly influence. And by the ſame 
Exemplarineſs, Tou ſhall not only approve your ſelf greatly 
to GOD, 7 a Religious Duty ; But. &e in a may of 
obtaining HIS Grace and Bleſſing, for the better diſ- 
charge of that Civil Truſt, which i moſt worthily repoſed 
71 1 on. 

In the management of which, that Ton may anſwer 
and exceed the juſtly raiſed expefations of Good Me ; 
and ſo acquit your ſelf in all reſpefts aud capacities; as 
that of a wiſe Governour of your ſelf, and one City here 
below ; Tou may at laſt be made Ruler over many things: 
and Cities above: is. the earneſt Prayer of 


STR, 


__ Your moſt Faithful 


and moſt humble Servant, | 


Eraſmus Warren. 


1 Timothy 2, 1, 2. 
T exhort therefore, that firſt of all Suppli- 


| cations, Prayers, Interceſſwns, and fe 


wing of thanks, be made for all men, 


For Kings, and for all that are in au= 
thority, that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life, in all GodlineſS and ho=- 


. neſty. 


Hey are the words of St. Paul to Timothy. 
Who being by that famous Door of the 
Gentiles converted to Chriſtianity (there- — 
fore called * his Son in the Paith) and * * T1 1: 24 
proving a ſingular proficient therein ; 
was aftcrward conſtituted or placed by him , the. fir/# 
Biſhop of Epheſus, the known Metropolis of the Procon- 
ſular Afia. So fays the anonymous. Writer of his Life in 
Photius. + Timothy the Apoſtle (fo they || ſtiled a Biſhop T a——_— 
of old) was conſecrated and inſtalled Biſhop of the Metro- Las 


polis of the Epheſians, by great Paul. — 


4 vidlut Tv "EQzoiev ples Toheus "Emoxomes, *) Wegvitelat || Tos vov vghuuires "Ema® 
40Jv5z *AT50A5 @Vopual ov, Theodoret. 
Whence (by the way) may fitly be inferred, 7he an- 
trquity and ſacredneſs of Dioceſan Epiſcopacy. Which 
(though it was of late fo rudely ſcorned and baſely 
trampled on, and to'this very day is too courſly treated 
by ſome diſreſpe@tul-perſons amongſt us) is a moſt ho- 
ly, and was a molt carly Inſtitition. The Church of 
CHRIST was under this Polity, even in her firſt 


and 


wa 4 SE R M 0 N Nate? in the 


*V. 18, 


and pureſt times ; and Saint Pau/ himſelf Commiſſion'd 
from above, was a principal Agent in erecting it. And 
it being ſet up ſo ſoon amongſt Chriſtians, and by this 
Great Apoſtles approbation and aſliſtance (who in ſo 
weighty an affair as the ſetling of Church Government, 
had doubtleſs extraordinary Inſtructions from Heaven) 
we may juſtly conclude, that the Epiſcopacy thus in- 
troduc'd and eſtabliſht, is Divine and Holy, as well as 
Ancient. Were it any whit unlawful and Antichriſtian, 
as ſome pretend; a perſon of ſuch Conſcience and inte- 
ority as St. Paul, would never have countenanc'd it, 
much leſs have been inſtrumental to the eſtabliſhment 
of it. Which yet He was, by preferring 7:mathy to be 
Archbiſhop of Epheſus, and ſo Metropolitan of the Lef- 
ſer Aa. ; 

And (which is more) not only St. Paul, but even 
GOD Himſelf, was concern'd in his EleCtion and pro- 
motion to this Dignity. For he was advanced to it by 
Revelation ; nam megpnldias (as we read in the * firſt 
Chapter of this Epiſtle) according to Prophecies which 
went of him before-hand, and plainly fignify'd he ſhould 
be a Biſhop. And fo other Prelates were faid to be /e: 
over the Flock of GOD (in the ſame Country) 4y the 
HOLY GHOST, As 20. 28 And when 
ALMIGHTY GOD was thus far intereſſed in 
the caſe of Dioceſan Biſhops, as to bring them into His 
Church (in a great meaſure) by His own immediate 
Hand ; nothing ſurely can be more authentic, than this 
facred Order of Men is. But then what honour and 
obedience do we all owe to them, and how conſcien- 
ciouſly ſhould we pay the ſame ? An ancient Father, 
an eminent Saint, and moſt Glorious, Martyr, T mean 
Tonatius (in his Epiſtle to the Trabiays, atteſted by 


+ Hiſt. tib. 3-+ Euſebius to be genuine) calls for the Duties at our 


fap. 35: 


bands, in theſe words. To 'Emowny vmlaavr, ws mg Kuelp. 
_. Submit 
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Submit ye to the Biſhop, as tothe LORD. 'Adtios my 
"Emiozomy ver, ws Rev, Reverence your Biſhop, as 
CHRIST. And fo let us Reverence and ſubmit to 
our Biſhops. Who, though now they are choſen in a 
more ordinary manner, which (in regard of the Apo- 
{tles Itinerary, and unfixt condition) they could not ſo 
well at firſt be ; yet is their Office the very fame it was 
then. But not to digreſs too far. 


Timothy being, called to the 2% tpzzv, * Good work of a * 1 Tim. 3-14 
Biſhop ; St. Paul in this Epiſtle, minds him ſeriouſly of 


his Epiſcopal Duty, and urges and preſſes him to vigi- 
lance in it, and a faithful and diligent performance of it, 
putting him upon neceſſary and important ations. Thus 
in the firſt Chapter, he is earneſt with him to Iſſue out 
his INJUNCTIONS, or Authoritative DireC&tions 


for Orthodox Preaching. + 1 heſought thee to refide TV: 3 


at Epheſus, that thou mighteſt charge ſome, wi inte 
uoxgaiv, not to teach heterodoxly. And another very 
material thing, which he gravely, piouſly, and like an 
Apoſtle, adviſes him to, here in the Text ; is, that he 
would get a Lyturgy compoſed, and Offices of Publick 
Devotion ſet forth, to be uſed throughout his whole 
See or Province. 7 exhort therefore, &c. 

The illative Particle, therefore, ſends us back to- the 
eighteenth Verſe of the foregoing Chapter. There it 
is given in charge to Timothy, to War a good warfare. 
Which that he might do , he is here exhorted to take 
care of GOD's Service, and to furniſh his Flock with 
ſuch Methods or Forms of Publick Prayer, as might be 
proper for them , and acceptable to GOD, in their 


holy Aſſemblies. Without doing this, the Archbiſhop! + | 
of Epheſus could by no means ws ceglwar, laudably' + : 
diſcharge that venerable Office, wherewith he was dig- 


nity'd in the Militant Church. 


The Text is a Deſcription of Publick Prayer. And \ \ 
B 2 though \- 
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though it be not a graphical one, or exact to the Life ; 
ſome finiſhing ſtrokes, being wanting to render the 
draught compleat ; yet the Principal Features or Linea- 
ments of it are well expreſſed, and repreſented in their 
true and fair Proportions. 

To let paſs the reſt, I note theſe fix particulars in 
the words, tonching Publick, or COMMUNE 
PRAYER. 

 Tts Uſefulneſs or- Neceſſity, 
Its Dignity or Excellence, 
Its Parts or Members. . 
Its Natare or. Quality. 
Its Extent or Latitude, 
Its Scope or Ends. | 

Firſt, Its Uſefulneſs or Neceſſity, is obſervable. That 

which an Apoltle exhorts to; that which CHRIST 
or GOD Himſelf exhorts to by an Apoſtle ; can be 
no ſuperfluous or indifferent thing. But the Great GOD 
by one inſpired from above, by one in Divine and A» 
poſtolick Commiſſion ; does here exhort to have-a Li- 
turgy compiled : and therefore it can at no rate be 
vain and unneceſſary, but moſt uſetul and needful. 

Even the ſame holy Man, whom the SPIRIT 

other-whiles ſets on work., to exhort Chriſtians to 
* continue in the Faith : to exhort- them to + preſent 
their bodies a living ſacrifice to GO D :.. to exhort them 
to || walk ſo.as to pleaſe GO D, and the like : even that 
very Man, is here imploy'd by the ſame Good: SPIRIT, 
to exhort 7imothy to take care of Church Prayers; and 
to get ſuch convenient Forms fitted up, as might be 
every way ſutable and ſerviceable to the People. As if 
this Duty were as uſctul and neceſſary as zhoſe.; or at 
leaſt highly neceſlary , and exceeding, uſeful, in order 

to them. | 
And indeed to fay that it is not neceſſary and uſeful, 
iS 
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is to ſay thar the Apoſtle's ſolemn Exhortation, is with- 
out weight, and to no-end. Which to think and affirm, 
would be the ſame, as to hold and averr, that GOD 
does ſometimes ſpeak to men, but mean nothing; and 
that the Voice of His word, they need not regard. 

To imagine He put 7imothy upon Private Prayer, 
would be to croſs the whole ſtream of * Expoſitors at * De publicis 
once, and even the Apoſtle himſelt likewiſe. Who de- to 
clares that his intent in writing this Epiſtle to him, was, #w =» 
that he might know how he ought to behave himſelf in the 4 _ 
Houſe of .GO D, which is the Church, Chap. 3. 14, 15. publicis Eccte- 
That is, to dire& him what Pablick As he ſhould do, ids Bcz. 
and what Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs he ſhould look to and nie 
order, in his Mctropolitical Starion or capacity. And 7 communes 
this Letter of St. Pauls running, chiefly upon publick 1, 
Concerns ; the Prayers which he here requires to be Cap. 51. pa. 
made, muſt in all likelihood be of that nature. ( _ a 


place I adviſe thee, and all the Biſhops under thy Metropolis, that you-have conſtant Pub- 
lick Offices of Devotion. Doffor Ham. Pgraph. 

He preſcribes Publick Prayers in the Church. Deod. Annot. 
SY the Publick Deyottons- of the>Church, in her Service or-Eiturgy, Exg. 

nnvte 

But then if it be neceſſary that ſuch Prayers 
be compoſed -; we muſt remember , it" is as nex 
ceſſary that they be frequented. If there be a ne- 
ceſlity of making ſuch: Prayers for our uſe ; there is a- 
neceſſity for our uſing them when they are made, 

The ſecond thing preſented to us, is the Dignity-or 
Excellence of Publick Prayer-: it- is a 
TPRIME Duty of Chriſtianity. The Ring — _— n—_ 
Apoſtle gives the (ew) Priority to ty. * OO ent tb 0 
that. Yea, not only St. Paul, but the rs the precote 
Council of Apoſtles do the Me, Aﬀs 6. 4 "a fa ae 0); 0 
Ve will give our ſehves to Prayer and the 
Miniſtry of the word. There the Primacy-is aflign'd,to 
Prayer, and it is evidently. preferr'd. betore Preaching: 
And 


_ 


7 TERMON Prabedmnis 


* Chap. 4+ 
Ve 4 5o 


Tf Apol.cap.3o. 
| Strom. lib. 7. 


Ana well it may, in regard of its ſuperlative worth 
and virtue. For as it is a Duty of neareſt acceſs to 
GOD, ſo it contains a Catholick influence in its ſelf; 
able to hallow all thoſe Creatures which Divine Provi- 
dence has put into our hands , and Divine Permiſſion 
legitimated to our uſe. So we read in this very Epi- 
ſtle, that * every Creature of GO D is good, when ſan- 
daify d by Prayer. 

It is the moſt acceptable Service, that can be tendred 
tothe DEITY. And therefore 7ertul/ian calls it, 
T Pingue ſacrificium, & opimam hoſtiam : a fat Sacrifice, 


and rich Offering. And || Clemens of Alexandria, not”. 


| only @voiar *Exxancizs, the Churches Sacrifice ; but, Suey 


* Fuſt. libs 3. 
Cap. 20s» Sel. 
29% 


celow t dx6ldmm, the beſt and moſt holy Sacrifice. Due ob- 
lation of which, aftets the ALMIGHTY infinite- 
Iy more, than it we ſhould daily preſent Him, with 
Clouds of coſtliefſt Aromatick Incenſe, and make His 
Altars ſmoke with repeated Hecatombs. And becauſe 
this piece of Religion, is fo worthy it: it ſelf, and to 
G OD. fo grateful ;' therefore the Place of His ſtand- 
ing Worſhip, deriv'd its Title or Denomination from 
it, and was called zhe Fouſe of Prayer. Yea, GOD 
Himſelf was pleas'd to affix the Appellative ; My Houſe 
ſhall be called the HOUSE OF PRAYER, Efay 
56. 7. By which expreſlion, even Mr. Ca/vin conteſ- 
ſcth, that GOD hath taught , the Commune Prayers of 
the Church, * pracipuam cultus ſui partem eſle, to be 
the principal part of his Worſhip. And truly if-Publick 
Prayer were not moſt eſtimable , and GOD had not 
had ſingular reſpe& for that Duty ; why ſhould He 
adopt its name into the Character of His Dwelling, cal- 
ling it the Houſe of Prayer, and not rather the Zouſe of 
Sacrifice? Eſpecially there being many Proſeuche, or 
Houſes of Prayer in the Land; and but one tor Sacrifice, 
that famous Temple there meant or ſpoken of. 
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I would not be miſunderſtood in this matter. It is 
not my deſign to eclipſe or leſſen any of GOD's Or- 
dinances, or to bring their worthineſs into. queſtion, or 
contempt. I revere them all, and wiſh the whole 
World would prize and honour them. TI highly eſteem 
the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments ; and deſire 
more general and frequent reſorts, to the comfortable 
and myſterious Table of the LORD; and doubtleſs 
it is a gricf and affliction to good men, to ſee that pi- 
ous Cuſtom of Saints of old, of mecting fo * often at * In the 4fri- 


the Holy Communion, no better obferv'd and kept up == 
amongſt us. I exceedingly value the Preaching of the nicated every 
Word; as the ordinary Inſtrument in the hand of the {9 Excbari- 

, ey . ſtiam quotidie 
SPIRIT, to beget Faith in Unbelievers, aad to con- a4 cibam ſalu- 
firm and encourage hearty Chriſtians. Let theſe and *is accipimus. 


__ , Cyp. de Ora- 
all other Inſtitutions of Heaven, be reverenc'd as they on 


ought ; I deny them not their Right. All that I ſtand Afterwards e- 


4 . . . 1 S . 
for is, that Publick Prayer may have its Due. That ite 


that may be regarded acz7v milev, firſt of al ; as being chariſtie com- 
a PRIME Duty of Chriſtianity. | ner 
do, nec reprehendo. Omnibus tamen Dominicis diebus communicandum ſuadeo & hortor, ſi ta- 
men mens ſine affeftu peccandi fit. Aug. de Eccl. Dogmart. cap: 53- Though the truth is, 
the times of communicating 1n St. Anſtin's days, were various and incertain in the Church; 
as he. tells Zanuarius in an Epiſtle to him. Ali quotidie communicant corgori &* ſanguini 
Dominico, alii certis diebus accipiunt: alibi nullus dies intermittitur quo non offeratur, alibi 
Sabbatho tantum &+ Dominico, alibi non nift Dominico, But as for: communicating hut once 
a year, it is grievouſly condemned, even at Geneva. For Mr. Calvin calls ir, certiſſimum 
Diaboli inventum, a moſt certain invention of the Devils; and complains that the cuſtom 
was thruſt in (where it is praiſed) by bis art. uſt. lib. 4. cap. 17. 


And ſince it is ſo, What ail ſo many to loath, it as they 
do 2 We had nothing but Prayers to day (they cry) 
or there. will be nothing but Prayers to day. That is, 
nothing; but the choice/ſ# part of GOD's Worſhip, and 
the Nobleſt imployment in. our Religion. It ſounds 
very, harſhly and ſtrangely methinks ; and not unlike 
that diſdainful and provoking complaint , of the too 
well ted, but cloyed, ingrateful, and murmuring {rae- 

Z © - lies; 


A SERMON Proviied in the 


lites ; there is nothing at all beſides this Manna. And we 
are too ſick indeed of their nice, and fooliſh, and un- 
reaſonable ſqueamiſhneſs. Greedy of Leeks, and Ony- 
ons, and Garlick ; while we naufeate Coleſtial and An- 
' gelick Food. But whence proceeds this «viz, or in- 
appetency ; this ſpiritual, ſinful, diſguſtive coyneſs ? Tt 
happens, I fear, according to the holy Proverb , The 
full flomach loaths the honey-comb. Men are full of Pride 
and Humour, and Opinion and Prejudice; and this fo 
vitiates and perverts their Palates, that they cannot re- 
liſh what is divinely ſweet, as well as wholeſome, 
Again, Publick Prayer being a Prizcipal Duty to be 
performed by us, Zow ſhamefully and intolſerably do they 
offend, who wilfully pretermit, or paſs by Publick Prayer. 
Eſpecially they, who by omitting it themſelves, bar 
otbers from the bleſſed Exerciſe, and deprive them of 
its Fruits in any meaſure. I mean Parochual Miniſters. 
To them it belongs to offer up the Prayers of Holy 
Church, with, and for thoſe that are under their charge. 
If theſe therefore ſo far deſpiſe the Liturgy , as many 
times not-to uſe it at all; or to mangle it and read but 
part of whats appointed'; when nothing hinders their 
reciting of the whole: they fail in performing a 
PRIME Duty, and by their criminous failure, injure 
their *Flocks in an high degree. What will ſuch an- 
ſwer, when G OD calls them to accompt ? and how 
heavy will their Sentence be 2 If the Judicial Laws of 
the Realm put them to Death, that fteal the Challice 
off the Communion Table ; what ſhall become of thoſe 
that rob GOD of His appropriate Worſhip, and their 
reſpective Congregations of its uſe and benefit'> How- 
ever this'Sacrilege, as. to temporal Juſtice, may eſcape 
with impunity ; there is certainly an inexorable Neme- 
fis above, that without Repentance will never let it go 


unreveng'd, | 
Laſth, 
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Laſtly, Since Publick Prayer is ſo eminent a Duty, 
How ſhould this induce people to unwearied conſtancy, or 
at leaſt to all poſſible frequency in the Exerciſe. Can. 
Men be better imploy'd , than in, the” PRIME or 
chief Duty of their Religion 2- (Or indeed can-Mainiſters 
be better imploy'd, than in recommending it to them; 
Upon which conſideration I do it at preſent; hoping 
withal by this Diſcourſe, to do better ſervice, than by 
another. ) end. 

Here therefore in the. Name-and Fear of GOD; 1a 
the ſight of his Holy unſeen Angels; and in the pre- 
ſence of this viſible * Angel of His ; I demand and 
challenge this Performance at your hands. . | Prize it 
highly, love it heartily, and diſcharge it conſcionably. 
Never ſtudy or invent Excuſes to keep ye from it, ne- 
ver allow or admit of any that are ſlight or trivial. But 
firmly reſolve to join with Holy Church in Her Hea- 
venly Prayers, as oft as you are in circumſtances of 


doing it. Our omiſſions of this nature perhaps have. 
been too many already, and we have a ſevere account 


to make for them : O let us not ſwell that fad account, 
by heaping up more of the fame guilt ; but rather 
make amends for paſt negleQs , by diligence for the 


future.. I know we ſtand not alone in this fault, .alas ! 
it is a General crime amongſt us ; fo general, that. 


+ 


* The Bilhop, 


there are few places free from it. And this Univerſal 


prevalence of it, is that which renders it the more 
deplorable; and makes it fitter to be lamented 
with an Ocean of tears, than a torrent of words. And 
therefore. I ſay no more concerning it, only this. Re- 


member, +We muſt not follow a multitude to do evil. + Exod. 23.23 


But if we will , let us not think that the Communeſs 
of the ſin, will extenuate or excuſe it ; and make it 
to be either the more pardonable or the J/eſs puniſh- 
able. : 6 | 


Motrves 
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(to name no other Qualifications, 


Motives to Publick Prayer might be offered in zbun- 


dance; nor would their weight be inferiour to their 
number. But for brevities ſake I hint but zwo. The 
Firſt 'is the Excellency of our Liturgy, Which indeed 
is great. For (beſides that in it there is mo praying #7 
an unknown tongue; no praying unto Saints ; no praying 
for the Dead; or the like unwarrantable Superſtitions) 
ſo pure and pious, fo folid and admirable is it-through- 
out ; that I do not queſtion but St. Paul himſelf, were 
he now alive, would own it as agreeable to his Standard 
or Rule for Liturgies in the Text ; and declare his ap- 
probation , by 'his publick uſe of it. And can we be 
backward to pray by ſuch a Liturgy ?. O rather how 
ſhould 'we rejoice at the work, and bleſs our Good 
GOD!' for the liberty of doing it. 

The ſecond Motive is this. The readieſt way to have our 
Prayers ſpeed,is to mingle them with thoſe of Chriſt ian com- 
»wunity. Coramune requeſts are ſtrong by Union, and pre- 
vail with Heaven ; and while the ſingle Votes of Saints 
in ſecret are deny'd, the joint Petitions of devout Aſſem- 
blies prove effeCtual, and return laden with moſt happy 
anſwers. One ſingular advantage they have to this pur- 


poſe, is, that the Miniſter preſents them unto GOD; 


whom He has authoriz'd to ſpeak to His MAJESTY, 
and ordained to ſupplicate or intercede for the- people. 
And he many times ſhall be accepted for them, when 
they ſhall not be accepted for themſelves. Yea, by 
virtue of his FunC&tion, he ſhall be heard for them, when 
he ſhall not be heard for his own perſon. So that if 
we be in good earneſt, and would obtain what we ask, 
let us pray with the Congregation. Then are our De-- 
votions molt like to proſper , when they are fo con-- 


ſorted and unanimous. Provided they be offered up 


dright: That is with Fervency, Holinefs, and Humility 
Firſt, 
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not hear, what our hearts do not utter. And therefore 


h pry a” | : -C 31> 
eareth uot Sinners And therefore David declares, [| if | Pral. 66. 18, 


hearts, And' need enough ; for if we- offer Duties in 


Fe IS 


Firſt, with Fervency. With a zealous vehemence and 
intention of Spirit. For it- is the fervent, Prayer that 
availeth; ſayes St. Fames. We greatly miſtake, it we 
think we pray, when in our Churches we coldly re- 
hearſe the appointed: Forms. There's more required to 
Prayer, than-a bare repetition of Collects with the Mi- 
niſter, and a cuſtomary ſaying after him. There muſt 
be heat of affeion, and inflamed minds muſt go along 
with our Lips. When the Heathen offered a Beaſt in 
Sacrifice, if (upon opening it). the heart was wanting, 
this was counted. ominous.. And -truly. if our Prayers be 
heartleſs, it boads ill, and ſhews'they | will, be truitleſs, 
If they want an Heart,:. they. ſhall want .an Ear too ; 
DET.S' non vocis , ſed cordis. auditor oft, GOD. will 


we are exhorted at the beginning of Divine Service, to 
accompany the Miniſter , net. only; with. an humble 
Voice, \but a pure Heart. And to. raile, ous feryency 
and keep it on. the Wing, are ſometimes. call'd .uppn, 
with a Let us Pray: agreeable to the- Deacons, 'oremus, 
zntenti .fimus, &c. in the Primitive Church. .. 

' Secondly, We muſt pray. with Hplineſs. * / wil (ſays * « Tim. 2:8; 
St. Paul) that men. pray every where lifting up hol © © + 
hands.-: And in proportion to this, -7it is the Prayer. of 
the righteous mar (fays St. Fames) that availeth mich. 

Whereas what the recovered blind perſon ſpake (as a 
Popular Sentiment) is a certain truth; + t#hax GOD +5. John g. 


T regard iniquity-in my heart, the LOR D will not hear 
me. And the SPIRIT adviſeth all thoſe that would 
draw nigh to GOD, fo as He again may draw nigh 
to them; *. zo Cleanſe zhezr hands, and purify their * 5. Ja. 4. 8: 


a ſtate of ſin, and with hands full of moral defilement ; - 
this (as appears in the > of Eſfay) will not only pur 
2 in 
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*S. Ja. 4. 6, 


T De orat. Do- 
Wintcd. 


4 De Fmend. 
gemp. lib, 7. 


* Die Domini- 
co jequnium ne- 


1m a Bar againſt their acceptance with GOD, but 
turn them into -burthens and abominations to Him. 
And then Thirdly , we muſt pray with Humility. 
Even with men, he that begs proudly , though never 
fo poor, gets nothing. Haughty craving moves us to 
ſcorn, rather rhan pity. And thus it is with GOD ; 
He refiſteth the proud, and *proclaims as much: So 
that arrogant addreſs, even to His MAJESTY, ſhall 
ſurely be rejected ; and meet with repulſe, inſtead of 
mercy. And as we muſt pray with humility of mind 
and a proſtrate Spirit ; fo with humility of body like- 
wiſe. ' The word ſ«pplication intimates as much. That 
met in praying, ſ«btus ſe plicarent, ſhould fold or bend 
themſetves downward, and: pray | kneeting., which-'is an 
humble pofture, and: therefore grateful to G OD, ac- 
cording to St. rn For fays he, + placendum eſt di- 
Din oculs & habitu- corporis : when we pray, even the 
geſture of the body muſt be 'pleafing"in GO D's: fight. 
\ One name by whictthe Jews called Prayer, was 
TDbY ation , becauſe-in it they usd to ftand: And fo 
do the Zthiopic Chriſtians'; leaning or reſting upon 
Desks 6f wood \(as{} Scaligerrremembers) begauſe their 
Liturgy'is-long. But our Church,.by that power which 
is given her for 'Edification, having appointed we 
thould” kyeel; we havereaſon to:comply with the ſub- 
miſtive poſture. Eſpecially it being the manner of the 
very firſt Chriſtians , in-their P«b/ick Devotions. For 
we find Saint Paul, and'a Company of Believers, kneek 
ing at Prayers on the Tyrian Shore , As 21.5. And 
their kneeling down there, proves that genufle&tton, or 
kneeling at Prayer, had then obtained. Elfe they would 
have wav'd it at that time certainly, the place being 
not over convenient for the geſture. And when a white: 
after, Tertullian * gives notice, that Chriſtians deem'd 


fas ducimus, vel de geniculis adorarts Eadem immunitate 8 dig Paſchey in Pentecoſt en uſq;: 
gaudemus. De coron. Mil. 
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it unfit to kneel at Prayers on ſome days ; he thereby 
gives us clearly ro underſtand, that they uſually prayed. 
in that lowly poſture. 

If now we look back upon the words again, at a 
Third Glance, we may ſee in them, the Parts or Mem 
ters of Publick Prayer. They are Four. | 

The Firſt, ainas, Supplication. Which 1s for averting, 
ſome evzl, either of ſin, .or ſuffering. 


Second Tiezowy, Prayer, Which is for procuring ſome 


good, to Soul, or Body. 
. The Third *evlwts, Iutercefſion. - Which is for ether, 


or both of theſe, relating to others. 

The Fourth "Euyaeiia, T| hankſgtving. Which is for. 
benefits .received, either. by our ſelves, or other peo- 
ple. 


Prayer. Some reduce them to zwo ; vocation and 
Thanksgiving. But why ſhould we controul the Great 


ſtle, and go about to alter this Platform of his 2 


as.if the Model he has given to the Church, could want 
our mending. Nay it is-not St. Pau/, but the HOLY. 
GHOST, that here divides it into Four Jntegrals ; 


and ,why then ſhould any attempt to contract it into- 
two 2 And fo eſſential are all thefe four Limbs to the-. 


making up a perfect Body of Prayer ; that ſhould any. 
one of them chance to be lacking, it might maim the 
Devotions we offer to GOD; and that fo far, as for 


.want of entircneſs, they might alſo want fome degrees. 


of acceptance. P 

In caſe it be inquired why Confeſſion, rarfother Mem-- 
ber of Publick Prayer, 1s not here mentioned ; I an- 
ſwer. We muſt ſuppoſe that included in Supplication. 
And indeec when we beg ſecurity and protection from- 
evils, what do we lefs than implicttely confeſs our own 
demerits ; and-tacitely acknowledge our. ſelves ſtain'd . 
with. 


Theſe are the Four uſual conſtituent parts of Publick- 
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with ſuch guilt, as renders us obnoxious to the evils we 
deprecate. : 

According, to this'neceſſary method and uſeful va- 
ricty, our Service-Book-is compoſed, For there is fr/, 
Confeſſion, and that full and explicite, ſo far as 'tis fit a 
General one ſhould be. Then Supplication and Prayer 
for our ſelves. Then kind and charitable rtercefions tor 
others. And laſtly, Thankſgrving to the Father of Mer- 
cies, for His Goodneſs and loving kindneſs to us, and 
to all Men. 

And truly were it not thus, our Commune Prayer, 
I fay, would be incompleat ; and we ſhould offer up 
a mutilate and imperte& Worſhip. And ſo muſt they 
do confequently,. who are not preſent at the whole Ser- 
vice. And for that reaſon methinks, they can expe&t 
but par? of G O D's Bleffing neither. Which I beſeech 
them ſeriouſly to conſider. | 

Thus (to inſtance in one particular) Confeſſion is a 
part of our Holy Service. And to this Part of it the 
Promiſe of Pardon is more eſpecially annex'd : iv 5o- 
aoyaun, if we confeſs our fins, He 1 faithful and juſt to 
forgive us our fins. But then if through care/eſneſs, we 
come to the Church Prayers when the Confeſſion is 
paſt; let it be conſidered, whether we do not, for that 
time, ſomewhat weaken our title to G OD's Promiſe, 
and forfeit our intereſt in his forgiving Mercy ; by 
ſlighting that condition and piece of juſt homage, which 
he requires in order to remiſſion of our fins. 

Let us again caſt our Eyes upon the Text, and in 
the Fourth place will appear the Nature or Quality of 
Publick Prayers. They muſt be MADE. He does 
not ſay ma129 neogipeaur, T exhort that Prayers be of- 
fered up ; that is, afore they be made : but opawas 
miozu, T exhort that they be MADE firſt. Now 
TH, does often ſignify as much as 574%: ; which de- 
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notes the making of a thing Tex»; » &amives, artifict- 
ally and painfully. And therefore 'Er5iw, is a Shop, 
or Elabaratory, where Workmen make things with all 
the skill, and care, and induſtry they can. So that 
Publick Prayers are not to be lett to private Mens dif- 
cretion. They are not to be invented and delivered at 
once, by way of inſtantaneous conception and profu- 
ſion; which, with ſome perſons, would make them 
wild, and gariſh, and humourous enough ; but to be 
wiſely contrived, and ſolidly digeſted into fet Forms, 
by the moſt Orthodox and Reverend Clergy in the 
Church ; ſuch as Archbiſhop 7:mothy was, and ſuch as. 
the Compilers of our Liturgy were. 

As for Solitary and ſecret Devotions, they may be 
allowed to be leſs ſtudied and exa&. For they are to 
conſiſt, as the Father ſays, Magrs gemitibus, quam ſer- 
monibus ; plus fletu, quam affeftu. More in groans and 
tears , than verbal utterance, But Publick and ſocial. 
Prayers, muſt be of judicious and accurate Compoſure, 
for ſundry reaſons. Partly for the great Solemnity of 
the Duty ;. partly for the credit and honour of the 
Church , partly out of ſober and modeſt regard to 
them that join in them ; but chiefly in awful venera- 
tion to GOD, whoſe Glories are ſuch, that we muſt 
not approach and ſpeak to His MAJESTY, without: 
due preparation. That HOLY SPIRIT, who is 
the SPIRIT of Supplication, ſignifies as much, where 
He cautions us from above; Be not raſh with thy mouth, 
and let not thine heart be haſty to utter any thing before 
GOD, Ecclel. 5.2. | 

Church Prayers muſt not be formed, as Democritus 
"and Epicurus thought the World to be framed; by a 
fortuitous concourſe of blind and .unguided Atoms. 
They muſt not be a caſual and ſudden ColleCtion,. of 
crude, and empty, and independent Sentences ; poured 
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forth amain by extempore heat , and jumbled together 


by accident. No, it St. Pauls Council, or holy Canon, 
be valid or authentick ; they muſt be M ADE. That 
is, they muſt bea Syſtem or Complex of worthy Pe- 
titions, ſuted to the common necefſities of Men, and 
moulded up into grave and orderly methods. Into 


ſuch a Contexture as our Liturgy is of, which (with- 


out flattery) is moſt incomparable. For it is MADE 
into a Confeſſion, Abſolution, Litany, Offices, &c. and is 


ſo rarely methodiz'd, -as nothing of that nature can ex- 


ceed tt. | 

This way of praying in Publick, by MADE, or 
Set Forms ; however it is diſguſted and ſcornfully de- 
cried ; 1s by far the beſt in ſeveral reſpefts. For 
it 1s 
| Firſt, Moſt Decent. 

Secondly, Moſt Safe, 
Thirdly, Moſt Warrantable. 

Firſt, It is moſt Decent. And that both as to the 
Prayers themſelves, and the INFINITE BEING 
to whom they are direCted. 

As to the Prayers themſelves. For certainly ſuch as 
are maturely prepar'd, I mean with prudent and pious 
animadvertency and conſideration, in point of Decency, 
muſt needs excel all abortive effuſions, which are con- 
ceiv'd and brought forth in the fame moment. Can 
that be a ſpruce or comely Garment, which is made 
only of ſuch ſhreds, as are pickt up by chance, and alfo 
in-haſt ; and immediately patcht or ſtitcht together ? 
Why, no more may that be a Decent Prayer, which'is 
only a rhapſody or confarcination of accidental Petiti= 
ons ; the indeliberate ſuggeſtions of a roaming Phancy, 
which oft takes at random what comes next to be pre- 
ſented to GOD; when for its pitiful jcjuneſs , it is 
unmeet to be ſpoken to underſtanding men. os 
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And then it is moſt Decent as to GOD likewiſe, to 
whom the Prayers are put up. Can we honour Him 
too much 2 Can we pay Him too great a deference ? 
Should we ſpend many Weeks, or Months, or Years ; 
yea, imploy our whole Lives in making a Prayer, could 
it at laſt be worthy of Him? But then what do men 
mean to at as they do > They make nothing of ruſh- 
ing into the Dreadful Preſence , and there laying the 
rains upon the Necks of their bold and vagrant Phan- 
cies, ſuffer them to run on in petulant Careers, till 
their Inventions and themſelves, be quite tir'd and out 
of breath. Let any that are toucht with the leaſt tol- 
lerable ſenſe of GOD ALMIGHTY's PerfeQti- 
ons , and their own moſt deſpicable tenuity and no- 
thingneſs ; judge whether this be ſeemly or no. In 
caſe it be, I profeſs I know not what is rude and 
preſumptuous. 

Secondly, To pray in Publick by a Set Form is mot 
ſafe. For ſo people being furniſht, not only with pro- 
per, but pregnant words ; and thoſe words diſpoſed 
into clear, and eaſy, and coherent methods ; inſtead 
of Polylogical, impertinent, and ſuperfluous Requeſts ; 
which not ſeldom fall in with unpremeditated Prayers, 
and do mightily ſtifle and fuffocate zeal, finking it 
down into dulneſs and lafſitude ; they ſhall have ſuch 
as are fully expreſſive of their wants, and apt to enli- 
ven and bear up their Souls ; being as Wings or Vehi- 
cles to carry them to G OD. 

And then it is ſafe upon another ſcore. As it defends 
and ſecures the Churches Devotions, from great incon- 
veniencies, that elfe might croud in upon them, and 
corrupt them. I mean from all kind of looſe and frothy 
expreſſions ; from deſultory extravagancies, and wan- 
dring excurſions; from harſh incongruities , trifling 
tautologies , and weariſome hefitations : not to fay, 
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nonſenſical abſurdities, and horrible blaſphemies. All 
which have been, and may be, the black, and monſtrous, 
and deformed Iſſue, of aſtrugling roving mind in Pray- 
er, diſtratted to think what ſhall next be uttered ; when 
all irs powers ſhould be cloſely united, to attend its 
foreknown Petitions with Faith and affe&ion to the 
Throne of Grace, And therefore in tender care of the 
African Churches indempaity in this matter ; it was 
decreed by the Third Council of Carthage, and the Se. 
cond of Milevis, that no Prayers ſhould be uſed in Pub. 
lick, but ſuch as by the Church were firſt approved: 
And for this reaſon , ne forte aliguid contra fidem, &zc. 
Leſt any thing contrary to the Faith, ſhould chance to be 
attered through ignorance or inadvertency. 

Thirdly, It is moſt warrantable. For it is derived to- 
us from rhe uniform Practice of moſt famous Churches 
in former Ages. Which, it the- concurrent Teſtimo« 
nies of earlieſt Antiquity be creditable ; in their open 
religious Addreſſes to Heaven, made uſe of Set 
Forms. | 

Thus did the Jews ; and that from the beginning, or 
firſt erefion of their renown'd Oeconomy. 'G'OD, 
even then (as ſoon as He had eſtabliſht a Worſhip pe- 
culiar to Himſelf) commanding Aaray "to bleſs the 
People ; preſcribed. him a ſtanding Form of BenediQi- 
on. *-Zhe LORD Bleſs thee and keep thee; the LO R'D 
make His face to ſhine upon-thee, and 'be gracious wnito 
thee; the LORD tift up the light of his countenance upon 
thee and give thee peace. So when the Ark at any time 
removed and began its proceſſion, Moſes uſed one con- 
ſtant Form of Prayer. :+-Riſe wp, O LORD, and let 
thine enemies: be. ſcattered, and let them that hate thee, 

flee before thee, . And another when it reſted again, and 
finiſhed its ſtages. Return, O LORD, anto the'many 
Thouſands of Iſrael. Tn the expution of incertain mur- 
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ther, there was a fixed Form. * Be merciful, O LO RD, * Peut. 2t.8. 
unto thy people Iirael, whom thou haſt redeemed, and lay 
not innocent blood unto thy people of Iiraels charge. And 
ſo there was at the payment of the third years Tiths. 
+ Look down from thy boly habitation from Heaven, and t Deut.26.1g. 
Heſs thy people Iirael, and the Land which thou baſt gi- 
VEn- Us. 

_ Afterwards the Prophets gave Forms unto the Jews, 
whereby they were to pray. So did _ in time of 

ſcrious repentance. || Take with you words, and turn to || Hoſea 14+ 2+ 
the LORD; ſay unto Him, take away all iniquity, and 
receive us graciouſly. And fodid Joel in time of folemn 
humiliation. * Let the Prieſts, the Miniſters of the * Joel. 17. 
LORD, weep between the Porch and the Altar, and let 
them ſay ſpare thy people, O LORD, Ec. And as 
Maimonides informs us, the commune ſtanding Forms 
of Prayer in the Fewiſh Church , were eighteen, ever 
ſince Eſdras his time, who drew them up. Though as 

we learn from others, they were reviſed and new me- 
thodiz'd, many ages after ; in the days of Rabbi Gama- 

liel, St. Pauls Tutor. 

Nor was-it otherwiſe under the Goſpe/, when that 
diſpenſation came into the World. But as Religion then 

grew- to greater perfeCtion, fo did Forms of Prayer 

to. 

The illuſtrious ne##, or Forerunner of CHRIST, 

taught his Proſelytes a Form of Prayer. So much is in- 
timated'in that Requeſt to our SAVIOUR. + St. Zu. tV- r- 

It. -LORD, teach us ta pray, as John alſo tanght his 

Diſciples. | 

And Our Great REDEEMER being fo impor- 

tun'd to teach His Diſciples to pray; made that com- 

pendious, 'but moſt || abſolute Form | (out of Fewi/þ||Vid.Bellarm. 
Prayers and traditional Sayings of the Elders) which —_— = 
from Him its Author, took its Denomination... And cap. 4. | 
D2 - when 


—__— 


— . 
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when he had compos'd and given them it, he ſtritly 
charg'd them, when they prayed, to uſe it. "Omy =e- 
x, When ye pray, ſay, OUR FATHER, Oc. And 
4... ,, when wedoſo, in St. Cyprians judgment, we are moſt 
to votes Engl like to ſpeed. * For when H E ſays, whatſoever we ſhall 
petrerimus 4  ask the FATHER in His Name, H E will give it us ; 
ramre, nome how much more effeflually do we obtain , what we ask in 
bis ; quanto ef- the Name of C1RIST, if ſo be we crave it by His 
fearius impt- Prayer £ A molt ſufficient reaſon why the PATER 
petimus nChry. NOSTER occurs fo often in the Commune-Prayer- 
fti Nomine , f Book ; there being no Office in which it is not found-: 
6-5 = but in the daily Morning and Evening Service, it is 
orat. Domin. twice inſerted. And though we find not in Scripture 
that the Apoſtles uſed' this Form ; yet this is no conclu- 
ſive Argument that they did not uſe it. For fo it appears 
not in the Holy Writings, that they ever Baptized in- 
the Name of the FATHER, SON, and HOLY 
GHOST : yet we may be ſure they did it ; that Sy- 
cred Form being abſolutely neceſlary and eſſential to 
the Ordinance. Farther yet. 
St. Paul was a Perſon admirably Gifted. Himſelf ſups- 
+-2 Cor( 11.5, Poſeth, that he was not +-a whit behind the very chiefeſt 
Apoſtles. And therefore doubtleſs he excelled'in the 
g1ft-of Prayer. Yet in the cloſe of his Epiſtles, he keeps 
to one Form of Valedi&tory Benedidtion : the grace of 
our LORD FESUS CHRIST be with you. 
Laſtly, To. the thirteenth of the As, we find Pro- 
phets, and Teachers, and ſeveral noted and cofifiderable 
17. 2. ob/e- perſons, amongſt whom was: St: Barnabas,. || nerrepyivrur = 
craſſent, Syri- 76 Keke, ſerving the LORD by a Liturgy. Ando he 
|: continued to be ſerved in ſucceeding Ages, -by the-Li- 
turgies of Apoſtles, and holy Biſhops, in ſundry: 
Churches. By St. Fames's (for Example) at Feruſalen - 
by St. Marks, at Alexandria : by St. Chryſoftom's, at 
Antioch; by St, Bafils, at Cefarea; and the like. And 
hs | therefore 
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therefore in Juſtin Martyr, we read of fuzz xond:, Com 
mune Prayers. And in Origen, of *yu aexmyx8zu, or- 


dered, or appointed Prayers. And in * Euſebius of Pub. * Hip. 1. 10, 
lick Oratortes, not only built, but conſecrated. Where ©: 3 


the Members of CHRIST meeting together in 
Prayer, Thankſgiving, and an orderly ſervice ; honoured 
G OD, the Author of all Goodnels. 

If any affirm a Spirit of Prayer to be given to Chri- 
ſtians; and that this might excuſe or ſuperſede the uſe 
of Forms.: they do but Jeave the Caſe, juſt where they 
find it. For admit that in the Churches Infancy, Chri- 
ſtians were ſo atuated by the HOLY GHOST, as 
to bezable to compoſe moſt excellent Prayers, from His 
ſudden impulſe : yet that miraculous ew, or Gift 
(as well as others-then diſpenſed) is. long, ſince.ceaſed.” 
And truly whule it held, it ſeems not to have beenim-- 
parted to any promiſcuouſly, much leſs to a# ; but on- 
ly to a few choice and eminent Perſons; and to them 
perhaps but at zimes. neither. For the Commune way: 
whereby the Good SPIRIT then helpt. the Church 
in groſs, as to the Duty of Prayer ; was not by ſugge/t- 


ing words to them , but (as HE tells the F Romans) + Cc. 8. 26. 


by Intgrceding for them 5weywols daaaine, with groans 
inutterable.. Which, whatever they were, they could 
not be words, becauſe they could not be attered.”. 

_ GOD promiled , Zech. 12. 10. that HE would” 
pour out .upon the inhabitants of Jeruſalem (in the time 
of the Goſpel) the SPIRIT OF SUPPLIC A- 
TIONS. ' And what was to be the effect or conſequent 
of this bleſſed effuſion? Why, not a volubility of 
tongue in Extempore Prayer, from the SPIRIT. 
ditarion of words or phraſes :. we hear nothing of that. 
But an acknowledgment (fays the Context) of their 
pierced SAVIOUR, joined with paſſionate Epidemi- 
ca} Mourning. Where the. Prophets, P2087 772 Great 
| Mourning, 


A SE KM ON ' Preached im the 


Motrning, flowing from the Deſcent'of the SPIRIT 


of Supplications ; ſeems to hold a fair analogy, if not 
an exact Parallel, to tlie Apoſtle's aywr dadannr,  inute 
ferable groays. And (o it farther makes it clear unto 
4us, that the deſign of the SPIRIT's coming down 
upon the Church, as a SPIRIT of Suppltcations ; 
was not to word the Prayers of the Saints, or to looſen 
their zougues in general, by inſpiring them with «zzer- 
axce. : but to Two their mz»ds at their holy Devo- 
tions ; and by raiſing ſolemn and facred paſſions within 
them, to improve their Performances , both in zeal 
and acceptance. | 
And hence we may learn what it is to pray by the 
$pirit. No more (unleſs we'll turn Enthuftaſts, or run 
to the Gift of Miraculous Prayer) than to pray with 
ſerious, vehement, paſſionate defires ; and with ſuch 
elevated, ardent, and inflam'd affections, as the SPIRIT 
of GOD, who is the Spirit of Supplications , excites 
and kindles in us. And therefore know, that they who 
pray by MADE or Set Forms; may pray in, or by 
the SPIRIT, as wich as any Supplicants' can do. 
Yea, they are like to do it more. For without queſt;- 
ofti, the SPIRIT of that GOD, who is theGOD 
of order, will ſooner condeſcend to afliſt and enliven 
the Devotions of men ; if in obedience to Sacred (I 
may fay) as well as Civi/ Canon;they offer up M ADE 
or Preſcribed Prayers : than if in a giddy, groundleſs, 
and vertiginopus humour ; they reje&t theſe, and bring 
worſe of their own. 

It is now time to conſider the Fifth Particular, the 
Extent , or Objeflive Latitude of Publick Prayer. 
Which according to the Text, runs out into Three 
Branches. For a _ 


It. 


"Sg" I" 


* 
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for all Mex. 


It muſt be made Kings. 
| tor af that are in authority. 


So the Jewiſh High Prieft prayed: * vnp dazrra; ay-* De Monarch. 
bp52wy ys, as Philo remembers , for the whole ftock of _— 
Mankind. And not only fo, ave » vmip Tay Tis quazes why, 
but for the ſeveral parts of nature too. The figure or 
ſymbolical repreſentation. of which (according to that 
learned Writer) he bore -about. him in his. Pontifical 
Robes or holy Veſtments. | 

Some reſtrain the a/ mes in the Text, to all in the 
Catholick Church. But theſe ſhut up the ſenſe in tao 
ſtrait a Compaſs. Others. more rightly extend it to, all 
men in.general. And the PraCtice of our Church, ,de- 
clares Her to be of this latter Opinion. Far .ia the 
Good Friday Colle&, ſhe begs of GOD, to have mercy. 
upon all Turks, Jews, Infidels, and Fereticks.. Ang has 
appointed a Prayer for a// conditions of men, to be uſed 
at ſuch times as the Zitany is not. ..For in that again 
ſhe implores mercy «por all men, And good reaſon, 
when St. Paul (we ſee) injoins it. And that upon ſo-- 

lid and fubſtantial Grounds. For fo to do, is highly 
conform, both :to.the Goodneſs of G.O D, the Mercy 
of CHRIST, :and the Tenour of the .Goſpel. Inaf- 
much as GOD created all men; CHRIST Re- 
deemed all men ; and the.Goſpel tenders Life and Sal- 
vation to all. Which well conſidered, who can fcrupk 
or heſitate at praying for all 2 Yea, the Apoſtle's Ex- 
hortation to 7#iverſal Prayer here , takes its riſe even 
profeſſedly from this, that GO D would have all men 
to be ſaved, verſe 4 And when Heaven calls for ſuch 
comprehenſive 


A SE R MO N Preached in the 


comprehenſive and Catholick Devotions; for us to 
contra and ſhut them up in ſtraiter bounds, would be 
to draw down a_double guilt upen our ſelves. For be- 
ſides that we muſt ſwerve from the authentick Rule 
which the GREAT GOD has given us in the Caſe : 
we ſhall be ſhort 1n that Religious ſympathy, tender- 
neſs, and afftetion to Mankind, which ſhould invigo- 
rate and ennoble our Souls. 

Happy is our Church therefore (as well 'as Ortho- 
dox and regular) in that ' ſhe has declin'd narrow and 
' partial Supplication. For thereby'ſhe muſt have incur- 
red the-cenſure of a mean, as well as the evil of 'a Jege- 
mnerous temper. Whereas now'by her free and dilated 
Liturgy, ſhe is vindicated from the one , and fenc'd 


againſt the other; and proclaimed-aloud 'to be neither 


of a ſtingy diſpoſition, nor defeQtive Charity : but full 
of that Candour, .benevolence, and -love, in which 


' conſiſts the ſpecial and 'ſignal Tv9&oue , Cognizance or 


* Ajol.c4þ.30. 


Charaferiſtic, of the Chriſtian Spirit. It might be well 


for her indeed, if ſhe could ſhut the wicked out of her 


Communion; but *tis ill leaving them out of her 


Prayers. We muſt pray for ALL MEN. 


But in the next place, more particularly 
FOR KINGS. 


So it was in 7ertulians time, who lived in the ſecond 
Century. * Illuc ſuſcipientes, ſays he, looking up to Fea- 
wen, &c. All we Chriſtians do continually pray for all Em- 
perours. And yet at that 'very time Severus reigned : 
an ill man, and one that made good his name to the 
full in his uſage of rhe Chriſtians. For he raiſed the 
Fifth Perſecution againſt them, which was the occaſion 
of that Fathers writing his excellent Apology. 

So when Celſus urged, that Chriſtians ſhould do well 

0 
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ro help the Emperour in his juſt Wars : * Origen repli'd, 
that they did aſſiſt him , Sins pie, with divine ſuccour, 
aehoTAIQy dvaAajuBavoyTets Oct, Buckling on the whole Armour 
of GO D. And how was that 2 Why, keeping pure hands, 
they flrove with GOD by Prayers for him: Yea, he 
a Celſus, that they ſo did F better 

ſervice for Kings, than thoſe who bare 
arms , and fought their Battles ; while 


And'here I muſt not forget that both 
theſe Great Fathers, ground this dutiful Praftice of 


Chriſtians, upon my Text. This we do, ſays || Origen, || Vii ſure. 


mullSuerce Smgorxi pov, in obedience to the Apoſtles Voice, 
which ſays, 7 exhort, that firſt of all Supplications be 
made for KINGS. And we, ſays Tertullian, becauſe 


he ſays, * nominatim atq; manifeſte, orate pro Regibus, * 4pol.cap.31. 


expreſly and by name, pray for Kings. And truly, if 
ena not When La- Y fr 1 needs the Ghri- 
ſtian. Prayers (as it ſeems there is not, for we muſt 
pray for all Men) then ſurely Kings muſt need them 
moſt, and that upon. ſundry great accounts, which I 
cannot now remark.' | 

Prayers muſt be made for KINGS. This juſtifies 
our Liturgy ; and beſides a great deal of Right, does 
much honour to it. For in that it contains. frequent 
Petitions, and folemn Prayers for the KING ; it does 
but anſwer and come up to the Word of GOD.,. which 
not only allows, but requires ſuch Prayers. 

It likewiſe commends the Liturgy to onr uſe. In 
that it miniſters to ſo noble a Duty ; and is a match- 
leſs Volume, not only of Pious, but Loyal Devo- 


tions. 
E Thovgh 


* Cont. Cel. 
lib. 8. p4. 426, 


T "Huirs I », Ta41; byes 
muv]as Azluores, Tis briegv]as 


by their holy Prayers they drove away 7 7H7#> 2 Puts oy er1eg, 
%z WV &:phvnv Teegors]ag valat- 


Devils, thoſe Promoters of Wars, and oless ner BondJuer mois Bats 
Contounders of Leagues, and Diſturbers ,aium, imp i Huivles cedles- 
of Peace, as he calls them. «321. Id. ib. pa. 427. 
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Though withal it throws ſhame and reproach upon 
them, that either for »o reaſons, or for very flight ones, 
negle& or refuſe to join in uſing it. It makes them 
look like no exceſſive Friends to the KING ; and as 
if they did not over-affe& his Royal-Perſon, or Govern= 
ment. 

But to them that are truly Loyal, and would be 
thought to be ſo ; lo, here's a moſt fure and compendi- 
ous way for them to teſtify and prove it ; and that to 
Angels and Men at once. Let them come conſtantly 
to the Publick Prayers, and humbly and heartily bear 
a part in them. 

Thus I paſs to the Third Branch, of the Objef of 
Publick or Commune Prayer. It muft be made | 


FOR ALL THAT ARE IN 
AUTHORITY. 


And fo the Devotions which St. Pau? here requires; 
muſt run parallel with the ſubmiſſton 'St. Peter injoins. 
They muſt relate to , and include every Ordinance of 
May. Not only the & ING as Supreme ; But Gover= 
ours allo that are fent by Him. Yea, by thoſe here 
w Emer, in authority ; are to be underſtood, not only 
34pabves % apyoiles, Rulers and Commanders , Civil and Ec- 
cleſiaſtical: but alſo va54s » Ao, the great and ho- 
vourable. Such as are above us in Dignity and Emi- 
ence (as the word naturally ſignifies) as well as ſuch 
as are over us in Power an ce. And good reaſon 
that 30th ſhould have the Chriftian Prayers. For as by 
ſtanding high, they have the more influence upon o- 
thers, to incline and ſway them to Vertne and Vice ; 
ſo. they are the more expoſed to dangers theinſelves, 
both ſpiritual and bodily : and therefore chad 'nectl be 
guarded in the beſt manner. | 4 

| ut 
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Bur then how exaCtly does our Liturgy comport 
with , and correſpond: to this Apoſtolick Direction : 
For therein we pray not-only for the KING; but for 
all that are put in authority under him, and are in places 
of height or eminence over us. As, for our Gracious 
QUEEN; for the QUEEN DOWAGER; for 
the Princeſs of ORANGE; for the Princeſs of 
DENMARXK; and for all the ROYAL FAMILY. 
For the Lords of the Council, and all the NOBILITY. 
For the MAGISTRATES, and High Court of 
PARLIAMENT, when ſitting. For all BISHOPS, 
PRIESTS, and DEACONS. 

Which laſt Orders of Men , however the World 
ſlights and deſpiſes them (as they did their MASTER 
CHRIST Himſelf) are yet & ime, in authority 
and i» ſub/mity. Highly exalted both in Honour and 
Power, by virtue of their FunCtions. 

As for BISHOPS, St. Ferome ſtyles them Eccle- 
fiaſtical Princes, in his Comment on the 44th Pſaim. 
They are Spiritual Potentates. 

As for PRIESTS, St. Chryſoſtom and Theophyla# 
both, call their Office, d5iows uizz, a grand Dignity or 
Authority, And therefore as many as are of the Or- 
der, muſt be hugely advanced in place and power. | 

And then as for DEACONS, no meaner a Fa- 
ther than * St. 1gzatius , injoins people to reverence 
them : Ty of Aaxirss ſpire, Yea, in his Epiſtle to 
the —_— he calls them avSacs his Fellow ſer- 
vants, And in his Epiſtle to the ZTralzans, he direQs, 


o#ivles peri wry Ts Arauoves, ws Inoto Xewor, Let all reverence 
the DEACONS, as FESUS CHRIST. Which 
as it pats a manifeſt diſtin&tion betwixt chem and 
Lay-men, (where forme think much to allow a difference) 
ſo it plainly beſpeaks them to be perſons of . credit in 
the Church. - 
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* Horat. Tur- 
ſelinus. Epit. 
Hift. 


And thus at /sſt we come to the Scope or Ends of 
Publick Prayer, That. we may lead a quiet and peace. 
able life, in all godlineſs and honeſtly. And that it is a 
Mean or Inſtrument moſt proper to accompliſh theſe 
excellent Ends ; none can doubt. As'to Peace. and qui- 
etueſs, its powerful efficacy was of old experienc'd. 
Within: the compaſs of the Ten firſt Perſecutions, Chri- 
ſtians had many breathings , or wiſhed intervals of 
Peace and Quietneſs. And afterwards their Peace was 
not only the reſult of meer Tolleration or Connivence; 
but was ſometimes eſtabliſht by Imperial Edi& and a 
Legal Settlement. So Marcus Antoninus for one (whoſe 
dutiful carriage got him the Sirname of Pzw) enated 
2 * Law ; that it any proſecuted. or impleaded_ Chriſti- 
ans, hoc ſolo nomine, as Chriſtians; the Accuſers them- 
felves ſhould be ſo puniſht, as they deſign'd to puniſh 
them. And whence came the tranquillity they thug 
injoy'd under Heathens 2. Why, by wiſe, and learned, 
and very good Men-, it ſtands imputed to the 
CHURCHES PRAYERS. And to the fame 
Prayers they aſcribe Canſtantines Converſion, which 
made way, not only for Chriſtians Peace, but their 
oreat- proſperity, 

And perhaps that Peace which we have poſleſs'd, 
when Nations about- us have been embroil'd in Wars; 
may be owing in good meaſure ,. to our Churches 
Prayers. Nor know I a more likely means we can uſe, 
to fix Peace among(t our ſelves, and.make it-laſting, 
For beſides the Divine Virtue of theſe Prayers, whereby 
they promote and minifter to Peace; they have a 
great-deal of natural force that way. For did we all but 
meet inthe ſame places, and join unfeignedly in the 
ſame Offices ; our worſhiping GOD with one Form, 
and with one Voice ; would inable us in time, to do it 


with one mind, and with one heart. Our. daily Uni- 
tormity 


Re 
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formity in ſo tweet an Imployment, would melt us by 
degrees, into bleſſed Unanimity, and run us all into 
one happy Maſs of Amity and Concord, Therefore 
Photius Patriarch of Conſtantinople, writing a long Epi- 
ftle to Michael Prince of Bulgaria ; exhorts him to 
build Churches for People to Aſſemble in ; is ww 7 
Seloy dfiac5uerat, x; Kownv Thy hofoojiav aegrtzzVIEs, tis xomv Te dk- 
aoy bubvatey owerduvorle. That ſo making GOD propitious 
by Commune Prayer, and offering to Him Commune Praiſe, 
they might the better grow into Commune Unity. LORD; 
that it might once be thus. | 

And as no 1ll proof of the peaceful influence of our 
Church's Prayers; give me leave to note one thing. 
Which I do, not with b#terneſs, but grief Who are 
the Male-Contents, and the Men fit to be Incendiaries 
amongſt us? And who have been the turbulent, Facti- 
ous, and Seditious ones ;_ but they that diſguſt theſe 
Pacifick Prayers 2? 

And then that the fame Prayers ſerve to Godlineſs, 
who can queſtion? if they do but conſider, that we 
never ferve GOD more truly and folemnly, than in- 
and by ſuch Prayers. And therefore (above all other 
Ordinances or Parts of Worſhip) in way of proper 
Emphaſis or peculiarity, they have the name or title 
of DIVINE SERVICE. Yea, Miniſter to God- 
lineſs al Prayers-muſt (though not like Pablick ones) 
as being a part or branch thereof. For in any ſort of 
Prayer, we addict and give up our ſelves to adoration : 
of GOD; as its name inſinuates, when we call it: 
DEVOTION. 

And then with real Godlineſs, ZZoneſty is ſo compli- 
cated, that the ſame Prayers: which are ſubſervient to. 
the one, muſt needs be fo to the other likewiſe. 

But therefore how: incongruous and deplorable is it, 
that they who count and call themſelves he Godly, and 
pretend 
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pretend to Godlineſs beyond others ; ſhould be ſhy of 


our Prayers, and continually abſent or ſeparate from 
- them? and make this one piece , one mark of their 
Godlineſs too. Is not this abſurd , and to be fadly las 
mented by all good People > Eſpecially conſidering, 
that the Warrant and Rule for making of Liturgies 
here in the Text, was given to the Church by Inſpira- 
tion; and that our Liturgy is made with due confor- 
mity- thereunto, as has been ſhewed. 

Upon which conſiderations amongft others, my 
hearts deſire and Prayer unto GOD, is, and ſhall be, 
that they who formerly have not done it, may join 
with our Holy Church in her —_— Prayers; and 
that they who have done it, may ftill continue fo to 
do. * That ſo we may with one mind and one mouth, gl0- 
rife GOD, the Father of our LORD FESUS 
CHRIST. To whom be all Prayer, Praife, and 


Adoration, throughout all Ages, Amen. 


